LETTER FROM COtJIlT
you our directions  with respect to Captains Zeigler and Spea[rs]  to which
therefore you are referred.
9.    Captain McKie is to be captain  of that company  which  shall first
become vacant upon and after his  arrival at Fort William next after and
when Captain Spears shall have been provided for and a commission is to be
thereupon granted him accordingly.   In the meantime, he is to have and
receive, until such vacancy shall happen, captain's pay and he is to do duty
whenever and wherever you shall order him and his service is wanted.   He
is to take rank of Captain DclavaL   In other respects the elate of the com-
mission you are to give him upon his succeeding to a vacancy will determine
his rank, except only that he is always to take post and rank in preference
to  and  before   Captain  Gibert  Carter   (who  is  an officer  on  our  military
establishment  at  Bombay),  as   often  and  whenever  it   shall  happen  they
are or may be engaged in service or roll on any tour of duty together, he
having been superseded at Bombay as we are well assured without cause by
the said Captain Carter,
10.    We have given Captain Delaval a captain's commission to command,
the company he has raised and is embarked as before mentioned on  the
Prince George,   His pay is to commence [upon] his arrival at Fort William,
and he is to take post and rank as captain from the time of his arrival afore-
said, and next under Captain McKie.   You are to take notice that as Captain
Delaval has raised this company in his own country and at his own expence
he is not to be removed from the command of it.
11.    Lieutenant Christian Hasenclever is to succeed as lieutenant to the
first vacancy that shall happen in any of our company upon and after his
arrival at Fort William, and you are thereupon to grant him a commission
accordingly, the date whereof is to determine Ms rank.   In the meantime,
he is to have and receive, until such vacancy shall happen, lieutenant's pay,
and he is to do duty whenever and wherever you shall order him and his
services are wanted.
12.    Lieutenant   Frederick   Cob,   Pitman   has   our   commission   to   be
lieutenant of the beforementioned company raised by Captain Delaval.   His
pay is to commence upon his arrival at Fort William, and he is to take post
and rank as lieutenant from the time of his arrival aforesaid and next under
Lieutenant Hasenclever.
13.   We have also given a commission to Gilbert Ironside appointing him
ensign of the before mentioned company raised by Captain DelavaL   His
pay likewise is to commence upon his arrival at Fort William, and he is ,to
take post; and rank as an ensign from the time of his arrival at Fort William
aforesaid and next after the last person who shall have been appointed an
ensign in. our forces there before such his arrival.
14.    Upon reconsidering the directions given in the General Letter of the
31st January  1755 for  the officer^ of our artillery company to succeed to
vacancies as they happen in the military companies, we are convinced, if those
directions take place, that company will never answer our intentions, as the
officers who would in such case be introduced into that corps will be gene-
rally unexperienced and not qualified in  artillery affairs.   We do therefore
hereby revoke those directions and order that in future the artillery officers